
Moorlands Primary School – Curriculum Newsletter 

Year 3  Autumn Term 

Reading stimulus 
In English during the Autumn term, we shall be focusing on the book ‘Cave Girl’ by Abi Longstaff and Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. We will then move onto the book ‘Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura and 
the Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg. The outcome of the term is for the pupils to create their own narrative, 
diary entry and setting descriptions. In addition, we will be using high-quality, challenging picture books to develop 
inference and character empathy, which will further inspire our creative writing.  
Reading skills will be developed through our Read, Write Inc Phonics and comprehension sessions, which will allow 
in-depth, thorough discussions of our class texts and other texts linked to our focussed authors. The key focus for 
this term is developing fluency and pace.  

Maths 
In Mathematics, we will be developing skills across a range of areas: number, place value, and calculations 

including addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. We will have a strong emphasis on reasoning in Maths 

allowing the pupils to apply their mathematical knowledge to varying real life and problem solving situations.  

Please see the end of this newsletter for more in-depth objectives for the year. 

Please continue to encourage your child to secure all multiplication facts and the associated division facts.   

 

Science 
In Science, children will discover the different types of rocks and how they are formed. Children will compare and 
group rocks based on appearance and simple properties, such as whether they occur naturally or they are man-
made. They will learn how fossils are formed and learn about the contribution of Mary Anning to the field of 
palaeontology. 
Following the October half term, Year 3 will focus on forces and magnets. This is a brilliant topic where we can 
investigate whether forces are a push or a pull. We will look at different types of forces, including gravity, air 
resistance, water resistance, surface resistance and magnetic forces.  

Geography / History 
In Geography, we will be learning about climates, what they are and why they are important. Children will learn 
about different states of matter, the water cycle, how clouds are formed and the causes and effects of flowing and 
water pollution.  
In History, our topic will be ‘The Rise of Man – Stone Age and Bronze - Iron Age’. We will be learning about the 
Stone Age and how it transitioned into the Iron Age. We will look at clothing, homes, diet and living throughout 
the Stone Age era.  

R.E. 
During the Autumn term, our Religious Education lessons will have two learning areas. We will start by learning 
about what is important to Muslims.  After this, Year 3 will start to learn about Judaism. We will discover what it is 
like to be Jewish and how the religion of Judaism is practised.  
 



Art 
Within Art, our Stone Age topic will continue as we focus on ‘Prehistoric Painting’ and experimenting with a range 
of drawing media. We will look at Stone Age cave paintings and will attempt to recreate pieces of artwork 
throughout the topic.  

Design Technology 
Our D.T. lessons will focus on shell structures, which will cover the importance and need for certain structures to 
be used when packaging items, primarily for selling and posting. We will look at the packaging of different items 
and design our own packaging for a specific item, tailoring it to the required needs.  

Computing 
This term, Year 3 will be developing their understanding of computer networks.  Following this, pupils will be 
developing their animation skills by creating their own moving images.  

P.E. 
PE sessions shall be on Tuesday afternoons and the pupils will be developing their multi-skills with the Albion 
Foundation.  Please can you ensure that all earrings and jewellery are removed for this session and pupils have 
their Moorlands P.E. kit with them for this session. P.E. kits can be sent in at the beginning of the half term and 
remain in school.   

Music 
Music will be delivered by Sandwell’s Music services. The children will learn about rhythm and start to learn how 
to play the tenor horn.  

Jigsaw 
In our Jigsaw sessions, pupils will discuss the world from our perspectives and consider what it is like ‘Being Me in 
My World’. We will recognise our worth and identify positive things about ourselves and our achievements. We 
will be setting personal goals for this school year. In addition to this, we will learn how we can value ourselves and 
know how to make someone else feel welcome and valued, considering how we can celebrate differences. 
The whole-school value for this term in Co-operation. 

MFL 
In Year 3, children will begin their Modern Foreign Language learning journey. At Moorlands, we teach French and 
pupils will begin with the topic ‘A New Start’. During this topic, pupils will cover greetings, asking and answering 
simple questions, begin counting in French and will name some key colours. After half term, we will delve into the 
topic of ‘Calendar and Celebrations’ where we will learn the days and months and know how to ask for them. We 
will cover birthdays, asking and answering basic questions and finally end the term focussing on Christmas.  

Homework 

Reading 
All children have a reading book which can be taken home. Please encourage your child to read, and change their 
book, regularly to develop reading fluency, word meaning and comprehension skills. Reading books can be 
changed in school on any day of the week. Remember to bring these books into school daily as there will be 
opportunities for independent reading during the school day. 
Maths 
Regular short bursts on TTRockstars will 
support your child’s fluency and speed in 
recalling multiplication facts.  
We follow the medium term White Rose plan 
in lessons.  If you wish to support the in-lesson 
learning, the following link provides daily 
video clips related to the learning methods. 
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-
pupil-resources/maths/home-
learning?year=year-3-new 
Cross-curricular work/projects 
The focus for learning in each subject is outlined in this newsletter. We would like the children to consolidate and 
extend their learning by researching and presenting information or by producing creative pieces of work linked to 
these areas. We are always keen to share these with others and to display pupils’ work in our classroom to 
celebrate their effort and hard work. Examples might include: 
Information posters            artwork                      models                              historical artefacts 
mobiles                                 fact files                      leaflets/booklets             poems 
puzzles/games                     homework help webpages                                Powerpoint slide shows 

https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/home-learning?year=year-3-new
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/home-learning?year=year-3-new
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/home-learning?year=year-3-new


 

 

 

 

 

Number: Number & Place Value 

 count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100 

 find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number 

 recognise the place value of each digit in a three-digit number 
(hundreds, tens, ones) 

 compare and order numbers up to 1000 

 identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 
representations 

 read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and in words 

 solve number problems and practical problems involving these 
ideas 

Number: Addition & Subtraction 
 
Add and subtract numbers mentally including: 

 a three-digit number and ones 

 a three-digit number and tens 

 a three-digit number and hundreds 

 add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using 
formal written methods of columnar addition and subtraction 

 estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse 
operations to check answers 

 solve problems, including missing number problems, using 
number facts, place value and more complex addition and 
subtraction 

 Number: Multiplication & Division 

 recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 
multiplication tables. 

 write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication 
and division using the multiplication tables that they know 
including for two-digit numbers times one-digit numbers, using 
mental and progressing to formal written methods 

 solve problems, including missing number problems, involving 
multiplication and division, including positive integer scaling 
problems and correspondence problems in which n objects are 
connected to m objects 

 
 

Number: Fractions 

 count up and down in tenths; recognise that tenths arise from 
dividing an object into 10 equal parts and in dividing one-digit 
numbers or quantities by 10 

 recognise and write fractions as numbers: unit fractions and non-unit 
fractions with small denominators  

 recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent fractions with small 
denominators 

 add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within one 
whole (for example, 5/7 + 1/7 = 6/7) 

 compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the same 
denominators 

 solve problems that involve all of the above 

Measurement 

 convert between different units of metric measure (for 
measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths (m/cm/mm); 
mass (kg/g); volume/capacity (l/ml) 

 measure the perimeter of simple 2-D shapes 

 add and subtract amounts of money to give change, using both 
£ and p in practical contexts 

 tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using 
Roman numerals from I to XII, and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks 

 estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest 
minute; record and compare time in terms of seconds, minute 
and hours; use vocabulary such as o’clock, a.m./p.m., morning, 
afternoon, noon, midnight 

 know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of 
days in each month, year and leap year 

 compare durations of events (for example to calculate the time 
taken by particular events or tasks). 

Geometry: Properties of Shapes 

 draw 2-D shapes and make 3-D shapes using modelling materials; 

recognise 3-D shapes in different orientations and describe them 

 recognise angles as a property of shape or a description of a turn 

 identify right angles, recognise that two right angles make a half-turn, 

three make three quarters of a turn and four a complete turn; identify 

whether angles are greater than or less than a right angle 

 identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular and 

parallel lines. 

Maths Overview Year 3 – Moorlands Primary School 

Statistics 

 interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables 

 solve one-step and two-step questions (for example, ‘How many 
more?’ and ‘How many fewer?’) 

 use information presented in scaled bar charts and pictograms and 
tables 


